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This resource unit, developed by the University of 
Minnesota's Project Social Studies, introduces eighth graders to the 
judicial process. The unit was designed with two major purposes in 
mind. First, it helps pupils understand judicial decision-making, and 
second, it provides for the study of the rights guaranteed by the 
federal Constitution. Both purposes are met through the study of 
several long case studies as well as through the analysis of short 
cases and many other kinds of materials. Two outlines of content, 
preceded by objectives, are used to show the relationship of data and 
generalizations and to suggest the order in which different topics 
and case studies might be taken up in the classroom. A reading on 
local government and politics concludes the unit. The teacher's guide 
is SO 007 511. (Author/KSM) 
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Appendix iTo» 1 

Exercise No. 1 — Distinguish Between Facts, Inferences, and 

Value Judgments 

Look at the sentences below. Place an F in front of each 
statement which is a statement of fact. Place an I in front 
of each statement which is based on inference from facts* 
Place a Y in front of any statement which is based on a 
value judgment. 



1. The Supreme Court of the United States has more 
power than a federal district court. 

2. The Supreme Court of the United States is the last 
court of appeals in this country. 

3. There are 91 federal district courts in this country. 

Judges' attitudes influence the sentences which they 
give to convicted criminals • 

5. The government should provide a lawyer free of charge 
to any defendant who is too poor to hire one. 

6. American attitudes toward what is necessary to a 
fair trial have changed from l800 to the present day. 

7. The Constitution guarantees the right to a jury trial 
in any criminal case in federal courts . 

8. The Supreme Court's right to declare acts of Congress 
unconstitutional should be taken away. 

9. A congressman has proposed taking avay the right of 
the Supreme Court to deal with appeals from state 
court decl">ions in civil rights cases. 

10. A person should not be forced to take the stand and 
testify when he is on trial for a crime. 
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Appendix No. 2 



Exercise No. 2 — Identifying Assunqptions 

Look at each set of exercises below. The first statement 
in each set recommends a certain coiarse of action. Follow- 
ing each recommendation there are three possible reasons for 
this course of action. Place a cross (x) before the reason 
which you think the person must be assimiing (taking for 
granted) in order to come to the concl\xsion in his recommen- 
dation. 

Set 1-- A lawyer is necessary to a fair trial. 

^1. A defendant is not likely to be so bright as the prose- 
cuting attorney. 

2* The judge will be likely to slant his 3?ulings against 

the criminal in order to protect society, unless a 
lawyer is there to challenge these rulings. 

3» A defendant does not know the many legal znjiles about 

admission of evidence and lacks skill in cross-exami- 
nation. 

Set 2— A few blows or even a real beating should be permitted 
police who are questioning a suspect with a long 
criminal record. 

^1. Criminals have not treated other people like human 

beings and do not deserve to be treated like human 
beings themselves . 

2. It is more important that society be protected against 

crime than that an individual should be treated hu- 
manely. 

3« Criminals are so toughened by their life of crime and 

previous terms in prison that they will not admit to 
crimes unless force is used against them. 
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Appendix No. 3 

Difficulty of Proving Stateinents 

In each of the following sets, place a cross (X) in front of 
the statement vhich would be most dif f icxilt to prove true or 
false. Place a check mark (>/) in front of the statement 
which would be easiest to prove true or false. 

Set A 

^1. Gideon wo\ild have lost his case before the Supreme 

Court if Frankfurter had not resigned from the Court. 

2. Portas tried to build his legal arguments in terms of 

what he knew about the opinions of the members of the 
Supreme Court. 

3. Gideon asked the Judge in the first Florida trial to 

provide him with a defense lavyer^ 

Set B 

1* The socio-economic backgrounds of judges' fathers 

affect the judges' attitudes. 
2. Judges on the same court do not always agree about 

what a constitutional provision means • 
3. Senators are less conservative than Supreme Court 

Justices . 

Set C 

^1. The Supreme Court has been attacked because of some 

of its decisions about when an accused person has a 

right to a lawyer. 
2. Judicial experience prior to appointment to the Supreme 

Court makes a man a better Supreme Court Justice. 
3. Judicial decisions are affected by the attitudes of 

judges . 
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Appendix No. k 

Number of Coiirt Cases in 1956 

State trial courts— not known but probably over one Bullion 
Federal trial courts ~l60, 000 cases begun 

State high courts r-unlmown but probably between 10,0CJQ and 
20,000 

Inderal Appeals Courts-- 3^588 . . - 

U.S. Supreme Court— 900 applications; 9^ written opini'-ns* 



As reported and estlinated by John P. Frank, Marble Pa3.ace , 
The Supreme Court in American Ljfe , (New York: Knopf, 195 
p. 15* 



Appendix No. 5 



The Earris Survey on Attitudes Toward 
The Supreme Court (1966) 



The Harris survey was based upon a sample designed to repre- 
sent a cross-section of adults in the United States, The 
members of the sample were asked the following question: 
"How would you rate the Job the U.S. Supreme Court has been 
doing— excellent, pretty good, only fair or poor?" The re- 
sults are summarized below: 



Per cent answering Per C3nt answering 

Good or Excellent Poor or Only Fair 

Nationwide kQ 52 

In the South 35 65 

Those over 50 k2 58 

Those under 35 58 kQ 

Those with education 

of 8th grade or less kh 56 
Those with college 

education 53 ^4-7 

Each person in the sample was also asked whether he approved 
or disapproved of a series of Supreme Court decisions. 
Findings are sumaarized below: 

Decision Approving 

Decision 

1. Requiring reapportionment on 

the basis of one man — one vote 76^ 

2. Requiring desegregation of schools 6^4-^ 

3» Requiring desegregation in public 
accommodations 

Allowing American communists to 
get passports to travel abroad 

5« Insisting that cnnfessinns not be 
admitted in trials unless person 
had chance to consult with lawyer 
before confession 35^ 

6» Outlawing prayers in school class- 
rooms 30^ 
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Appendix No. 6 • 

Jury and Bench Trials 

Hans Zeisbel, Harry Kalven, Jr. and Bernard Buchholz made a 
study of the average length of personal injury trials in New 
York City. They used only those trials which were completed. 
The study covered a period of ten months and was based upon 
ihQ ivry trials and 75 bench trials. The Jury trials averaged 
17 hoixrs. The trials by Judges without a Jury averaged 8.9 
hours. 



(For more details, sge Zeisbel, Kalven, and Bucholz, Delay 
in Court , Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1959, p. 73.) 
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